CHAPTER IX.

DEOMNK.

SWIFT survived his final settlement in Ireland for more

than thirty years, though during the last five or six it was
but the outside shell of him that lived. During every
day in all those years Swift must have eaten and drunk,
and somehow or other got through the twenty-four houts*

The war against Wood's halfpence employed at most a
few months in 1724, and all his other political writings
would scarcely fill a volume of this sisse. A modern jour-
nalist who could prove that he had written as little in six
months would deserve a testimonial Gulliver's Travels
appeared in 1727, and ten years were to pass before his
intellect became hopelessly clouded. How was the re-
mainder of his time filled f

The death of Stella marks a critical point. Swift told
Gay in 1728 that it had taken three years to reconcile
him to the country to which he was condemned forever.
He came back " with an ill head and an aching heart"1
He was separated from the friends he had loved, and too
old to make new friends* A man, as he says elsewhere,"
who had been bred in a coal-pit might pass his time in it
well enough; but if sent baek to it after a few months in
upper air he would find content less easy. Swift, in fact,

1 To Boltogbroke, May, in0.

* To Pope and Gay, October 15,1726,

Hi
